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system to make the development of character a secondary consideration, 
I would not care to face the responsibility of conducting a school were 
there not rooted in it, as I hope an imperishable tradition, an enthusiastic 
love of football” 

I should like to make long extracts from the article by Mr. Walter Wren 
in the Review of Reviews, for November, called “What is Education ?” 
Its wise hints wittily expressed on education, physical, mental, and moral, 
on handwriting, training the faculty of attention, the kind of reading that 
leads to knowledge, the teaching of science, and many other points make 
it worthy of study by all. *lhe same magazine contains another article on 
the “Gouin System,” and on two interesting educational experiments, 
“ Abbotsholme ” and “ Bedales.” 

In the Nineteenth Century for this month Mrs. Crackanthorpe discusses 
the difficult problem of the relations between mothers and their grown-up 
daughters, and is inclined to favour the claim now so often made by the 
latter for a share of the larger liberty enjoyed by their brothers. 

January 8th, 1894. PATER JUNIOR. 


Dear Editor,— I am very badly in want of copies of the Parenis' 
Review lor May, 1890, and May, 1892, and shall be happy to give one 
shilling each for those received in good condition.— Yours faithfully, 

8, Carlton Hill, N.W. Henry Perrin. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 


he Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor,— Having a great deal to do with little children I should 
like to make a few remarks particularly on the subject of “Accuracy and 
Unselfishness. ” I feel the great importance of inculcating these two 

habits when very young, as the two opposites, Inaccuracy and Selfishness, 
seem to me to be the foundation of many other faults. I have a Kinder- 
garten, and feel the responsibility of teaching little children, to be especially 
great, as they unconsciously imitate their teachers, and habits when young 
are so easily formed either good or bad. 

I am sure it is a very great help to a teacher when she feels she can talk 
freely about her pupils to their mothers, and co-operate in their endeavours 
to prevent at the beginning some particular fault becoming a more settled 

habit. • 

Kindergarten schools do aim at developing a habit of accuracy in all 
the lessons, but in my school I have especial lessons having this as their 
primary object ; these lessons can be very varied, I will only mention a few 

which I have found useful. ... 

1st. “ A Measuring Lesson.” After a little talk about a foot-rule I hold 

up various things and ask the children to say how many inches *ey think 
U P i3 across, generally speaking they draw a line the ^ “ 

their slates, and then measure and see for themselves ho* far they are 

wrong. ,, ~ child eoes outside the room and 

children describe where it is, in order that it may be easily y 

child outside. obiects with coloured card- 

3rd. In this lesson we make pa e , t they want in such a 

board “ forms,” the children asking in at{end {0 their V vants. I find 
concise way that the teacher can qu . of course I have only 

gtn'aTe^ brief 8 SSTftaE such lessons do really help to promote 
'•rset=n be =— ‘ ZZClJT £ 

it is most important to do this ' , K „t this is difficult and slow 


it is most important to do this this is difficult and slow 

; unselfishness is the ideal to a " ■ ^ ^ pleased and perhaps 

attain as it is generally natura w i s hes. In conclusion 1 will 

- UHe P-* "^chooUs a'verygreaT pleasure to me, as 1 love my work. 

only say that my school is a very g r .. 


conscious 
to attain as 


M. M. C. 
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Dear Editor, -I read l l"«iot^J^ouJ 

waders 1 "- “ ££ hear how the same all important question has been, 

and still 
When 

" CeiVed «Si'“eeul7<ed way that Belgium ranked first in education,, 
mattered But there t.as then no religious lection gh-en inthe schotjU. 


readers might like to hear controvers) , Belgium. 

When the Liberals were in power, more than ten years ago, schools 
When Government subsidies, and '«ge m.nded edu a , „ was carried 


and still is a source 


Refused doing, on the plea that they were not allowed full authority 
in secular matters. From that moment rehg.ous education became a 
political question, and priests constantly refused the absolution to parents 
who sent their children to the Government schools. With such an enemy 
the Liberals could not cope, and in 1884 the clerical or priests’ party came 
into power. Its first act was, of course, to pass a Bill against the 
schools. All Government subsidies were withdrawn, and many schools 
shut, thus throwing out of work hundreds of poor teachers, who barely 
escaped starvation. When the Liberals, who still retained municipal 
power in a few of our towns and villages, immediately endeavoured to save 
some of their threatened institutions by voting them subsidies from their 
own treasuries, and hence arose the sad conflict which is wrecking Belgian 
prosperity. 

On one side schools ruled by bigoted priests or ignorant nuns, on the 
other side schools completely secularized. The result in both cases is 
most alarming, and earnest men (though objecting to religious education) 
are agreed that something ought to be done to raise the moral standard. 
Last September a kind of Congress was held by the Liberal school teachers 
to that effect, and many ideas were discussed, a final proposal being 
submitted to public opinion, namely, that a course of Moral Education 
should be given in every school. This proposal met with little sympathy, 
and one of the principal Liberal papers hotly declared that morality could 
not be taught by theories, for moral education grew out of experience, and 
depended on circumstances; adding, as a clincher, that children only 
went to school to learn things conformable to rule. 

t0 t ^ lese star ding assertions a correspondent wisely remarked 
a ,! eoretical morality could not be taught, at least practical morality 
end n f an l0U \ so as to s h° w children by biographical examples the 
keenincr f 1 > n ^ 00C ^ conduct: - To this the newspaper politely replied by 
In Fno-i° 1 1 ° pini0n ’ an( ^ ^ere ^e matter ended, 
as it is here f * ^ UGSt ^ on Religious Education is almost as important 
seems advkaJ ° D ane hand the complete secularization of instruction 
men ” TtS ll* S ?°f. SU PP orted b y “ all sorts and conditions of 
allow it. Gr ian ^ cert ainly is dangerous for Government to 

for England’s enfmi rCS ' des STeatly in the union of Church and State, 
Church. Therefore ^ ^° ng t0 see tbe disestablishment of her 
schools should offer F 10tlsm commands that England’s Government 
bat should nevefcomnef F Can r ^ hglous instruction to those who desire it, 
P 1 , as England is a free country. 


invited to open a class for such instruction j this 
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feeling that the most import^rpoint 1 r ll ^ 10US educati °n, I cannot help 
The child’s brain and .he Ss ^ ”S' Kled ’ 

but what about the child’s heart > Gnce are much contended for, 

lessly sow .heir seed. V ’Lse th^ ^v' f d 

a suggestion to public criticism, and I no' avail m^se'lfTf kM p™' 
mission contained In your interesting magarine to do so. P 

religious education is ever biassed by the teacher’s private feelings 

na ‘" re ,at cannot be so, when looked a. with childlike eyes, and ™ 
particular study is attempted. y 

Nature is the child’s domain, full of simple and heart -searching lessons, 
for country child or town urchin will eagerly listen to a little talk on bird 
or beast, insect, stone, or flower. The beauty of gentleness, kindness, 
truthfulness, perseverance, and love might thus be impressed on children’s 
minds, while nature would aid by speaking to her little ones’ hearts and 
ennobling them. 

A clever teacher could daily prove the truth of those lines : 


There is a lesson in each flower, 

A stoiy in each stream and bower ; 

In every herb on which you tread 
Are written words which, rightly read. 
Will lead you from earth’s fragrant sod 
To hope, and holiness, and God. 


My idea may perhaps appear impracticable, especially as I have some 
difficulty in expressing myself in English (being a foreigner), but I believe 
that an earnest mind could render it feasible, and thus ward off from rising 
generations the dreadful callousness of heart, which is fast stifling all pure 
and noble feelings in Belgium. 

Sincerely trusting my appeal may meet with your approval, I beg you to 
accept my thanks, and believe me to remain, yours faithfully, 

NORA GODDYN. 


DEAR Editor, -In answer to “May,” I find the simplest form of 
accounts to be the following:-” Dissect” the items of expenditure under 
the various headings of charity, house, wages, dress, travelling, rates and 
taxes sundries, &c., and cany out the totals of each monthly. You are 
then 'able to compare each month of every year and the total expenditure 
on each item. All your expenditure sorts itself automatically so to speak. 

£ ;r rjs k sc =?» 

Have a Spit on so that your servant, may no. revel to the amount they 


942 


letter bag. 


the “P.R.” 


cos, you per head, and your name and address slumped outside. As , 0 
your investments, keep a list. 



Amount Invented. 

Papers. 

Date. 

Coffee Tavern Co., 
27, Soho Square. 

^1.000 — 10 £ 100 

shares at par. 

At L. and Cty. Bank ; 
sent there Jan., 1892. 

January, 
‘ 1892. 


-And so on Then keep a separate register of the dividends you receive 
on the several months, and roughly the amounts, thus— 


January. 

February. 

March. 

ist, CoffeeT.C. ,£25 
2nd, Iowa Ltd. £ 20 

ist, L.N.W.R.^10 

2nd, E. and W. 
India Docks ^ioo 


Every now and then get your pass-book and see whether they have been 
paid properly to you. Write to your bankers and get them to collect all 
your dividends. Do all this and you will worry no more. — Yours faithfully, 

S. H. 


Dear Editor, — Possibly a brief description of the method in which I 
keep my accounts may be of some use to your correspondent “ May.” I 
jot down daily every item of expenditure in a pocket note-book, and my 
husband does the same. Every Monday I summarize the contents of both 
our note books in a ledger. This ledger consists of twelve pages. The 
left hand side of the page is divided into seven columns. In the first 
column is written the various heads under which I classify our expenditure, 
in the second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth are figures showing the amount 
spent under each head, a column being devoted to each week. In the 

table below I have put down a few heads of expenditure merely to illustrate 
the method. 


Account for 
Jau.,lBy4. 

Week ending; 
8th Jan. 

Week ending 
15 th Jan. 

Week ending 
22nd Jan. 

Week ending 
29 th Jan. 

Week ending 
5 th Feb. 

Monthly 

totals. 

Butcher 

£ s d. 

1 5 0 
0 5 0 

0186 

£ s. d 

1 7 6 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

Baker 

1 4 3 
062 
0 19 5 

i 7 0 

1 S 3 

69O 

Milkman . . 

u / 2 
0 17 9 

-t* 

•DO 0 
O O 

066 

1 0 0 

I 10 7 

4 14 0 


286 

2 12 5 

2 9 10 

2 I I I 

2 1 1 9 

12 13 7 


Total for January, £\z 13s. ; c l. 

the ledger^ shows the above table ; which occupies the left hand side 

noted the’ money received dun^o!* 116 1 ^ ^ right hand side may 
glance the expenditure of nng tbe montb - You can compare at 

at the end of 7 h e yTth! tT, Wkh another < a " d can easily reel 

spent under each head^ ° t ex P endbure and the amount that has be 
heads:— i, butcher- ? ° nter my ex P endit ure under the followi 

cr > 3 > grocer ; 4, milkman ; 5, greengroi 
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washing; 15, chemist and doctor - ,6 L2l I3 ’ dreSS ( husband ): 14, 
little delicacies I buy, meals taken * restauraL^hrT P , r ° Vlsion f ( an y 
stationery, postage, and newspapers- 10 r-Z ' !’ board wa g es ): l8 - 
house repairs and utensils- 21 -imnU 9 ’ * ’ taxes ’ and rent I 20, 

stable account ; 24, garden’ account • legal ex P enses > 2 3 , 

eludes cabs, rail, and ’bus fares) • 27 ^ift-T^R 011 ; 26, travellin g ( in * 

sa,is,ac,ory res “ ,,s ^ h 

R. S. S. 


Dear Editor,— I have been interested in reading “ May’s ” letter in 
the November Parents' Review , and fully agree with her that it is most 
important for a mother to teach her daughters a careful system of account 
keeping. Apart from the worry endured by unmethodical women, I think 
we should take a higher stand-point, and look upon the careful disposal 
of our money as a serious duty, impressing upon our children the wickedness 
of debt, and the grave moral necessity of a scrupulous honesty in all money 
matters. The old merchant who wrote in the first page of his ledger, 
“ Lord, keep me and it honest,” expressed a vital truth in a homely way. 

Everyone has her pet system of account keeping, but it may interest 
“ May ” to hear that which I personally find the easiest. I start the year 
with two books ; one of Lett’s Diaries, a day to a page, and Lett’s 
“ Housekeeper enlarged,” a very simple but well arranged account book, 


having a space for each day in which the expenses can be entered under 
separate headings ; also a space for entering receipts, thus making the 
weekly balancing easy. In the diary I jot down in pencil the different 
items of expenditure each day, entering them at the end of the week in 
the other book, then add them up and enter in the spaces at the end. 
Each month I add up the expenses in a separate column, each under its 
own heading. I do the same each quarter, and half-year, and finally have 
a page of the complete annual expenditure, so that I can at a glance 
compare our expenses with any previous month, quarter, or year. I keep 
the stable accounts in the same manner, and add the total to the annual 
expenditure page. If “May” has an income derived from investments 
I would advise her keeping a little book as I do, and in the be & inain | ° f 
the book I have a full description of all stocks, shares, e c, 
another part I put down all dividends as they are received adding them 
up at tL end of the year. If “ May ” has a separate banking account 
need hardly impress upon her the importance of entering each cheque 
carefully on its counterfoil, and having her pass-book at regular intervals 

find it a help to make a list at the beginning of the year of all regu a. 
I find it a neip subscriptions, insurances, etc. 

payments that have ^ be made, sue ^ ^ extravagance , but a 

The monthly accou " enab les one to see when the heavier expenses, 
iTas" to be met. I think the simplest way 
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keeping- is the usual way of receipts on one 
for a girl to begin acc t ^ on the other, with a careful 

page of her account-b . her t0 kee p a quarterly account, 

weekly balance I ' ^^a^expentiitan* of each year. Asa 

and a page for the t Quarterly, and found it a great help to 

girt I used to receive ^e^' wintedacket,” gloves and boots ° 

me, years fai.hfuHy, 


dear Editor, -I was greatly interested m Mtss Helen Webb s paper, 
in the October “ Parents' Review, “ On one aspect of Nursery Hygiene.” 
\ am sure it is a subject which needs to be brought before the minds of 
parents and all those who have the care of children. In my own case I 
had often noticed definite instances of a thought passing direct from my 
mind to that of my little girl, two and a half years old, sometimes in a 
modified form, but occasionally without any change. This little girl is 
certainly of a “neurotic temperament,” though not excessively so, and 
leads a very free, open-air life, but is just the kind of child to be injured 


by any forcing or “ hot-house ” treatment. 

No doubt many parents who read the Review have noticed similar 
instances of thought-transference between themselves and their children, 
and a vast number more will be aroused to the danger and put on their 
guard by Miss Webb’s excellent article. 

Another thing pointed out in the Paper, seemed to me of great importance 
that we should consider. It is, that we are the servants of a Higher Power 
in bringing up our children. We have not to make and carry out our own 
plans for them, but to reverently discover and then to train them to carry 
out as well and as fully as they can the Divine intention. We must 
recognise that each individual is not an isolated item, living for himself 
alone, but a necessary part of God’s plan for mankind, which if forced into 
a wrong position, will not only badly or incompletely fulfil the duties of 
that place, but will prevent others from properly fulfilling their duties. 

I cannot conclude my letter without saying how very useful and interesting 
I find the Parents Review , and that I do my best to make it more widely 
known.— I remain, dear Editor, sincerely yours, 


L.A.G. 


Dear Em ior, Ihe article by H.B. on history suggests one way to make 

Hlr°ww rtS ‘u i^ ay 1 tdl ° f another which I have found very useful and 
del ghtful to children ? I bought a continuous roll of good cartridge paper, 

Ipari riiviH \l “* WidC> and after ruli "S on * b ^ad, black ifnes 5 in. 
ten ve a r S 1‘ h th \ centanes > and pencil lines within these to divide each 
1 got a PolZ U l S the . numbers legibly, B C and A D along the top, 
these spaces I hav^ ° ^ ^ UP °. n the wal1 of the nursery passage. Into 
horizontal line before^ndTfte^T’^lT ^ namCS ° f great men ’ P utting a 

life. There is no need of dates forth t 1 ° 1 . represent the length ot the 

dates, tor the pencil lines show them. A few very 
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cation into nations and countries ;= a 7 ", vertically. Classifi- 
crowding or elaboration would spoil P T? ke ?? lng certain levels > but 
procession, from 1500, n.c., to the p^em da^an 0 ?^ 1 “ V™ * l0 " g 
marching in stately order and snm * ^ a visi0n of S reat names 
how net each oLZ 

contemporaries. This plan will nottp-fi i- ’ a d vvho were actually 

an VT. 

great me? of aUkind ”2 lived™?* ° f " S own ' moul<ied b > ,he 

M. L. Hart Davis. 


vv e na-ve received several inquiries as to the authorship of the “wise 
and beautiful article on Family Life, which appeared in the January 
number. We owe the article in question to Mrs. Hart Davis. Family 
Life may be obtained in pamphlet form from W. Salmon, Esq., 54, 
London Road, Reading, at id. ; postage \d. 

The Reading Branch, before which the lecture was delivered, has had it 
printed for private circulation. 

[Want of space obliges us to postpone several very interesting letters.] 
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